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This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into on February _,2026,
by and between the City of Lodi, a municipal corporation ("City"), and Lodi Professional
Firefighters (LPF).

Chanter 1. Salaries and Other Comnensation

Anrrcrn I - Y UPGRADE PAY
l+ All employees in this bargaining unit who are required to work in a higher
classlfuAlpit shall be paid an additional 5% of the employee's bass_rats*afJaLsalaryfor all
hours once 6 consecutive hours have been worked. Such temporary assignments to a higher-
level position require the employee be relieved of the duties of their regular position.
Temporary Upgrade Pay shall be reported as special compensation for classic member
employees only. (2CCR Section 571)

l2-Employee's assigned to the Training Division shall receive special assignment
training premium pay equal to 8%o of the employee's normal base pay. The special
assignment pay is intended to compensate employees who are routinely and consistently
assigned to train employees.,

It is mutually agreed that special assignments to the Training Division _arc at the sole
discretion of the Fire Chief and may be filled by personnel from the rank of Fire Engineer
or Fire Captain. The Fire Chief may assign a Fire Captain to the Training Division_if there
are no interested or qualified employees. Special assignments may be for a three year term
and will be reviewed annually. Extensions beyond the initial three year term may be made
by mutual agreement between the Fire Chief and the LPF member assigned to the Training
Division on a year by year basis.

The work schedule of employees assigned to the Training Division will be determined by
the Fire Chief based on the operational needs of the Fire Department.

Engineers on special assignment in the Training Division may participate in the promotional
examination for Fire Captain, if they are eligible. The special assignment to the Training
Division will not preclude the Engineer from participating in the promotional examination
or from being promoted to Fire Captain.

The Training Division position shall remain budgeted for at the rank of Captain.

Employees on special assignment in the Training Division will report directly to the Fire
Chief, are eligible to work overtime outside of their normal work schedule, and are_eligible
for above class pay of 5Yo if assigned to work in a higher classification, pursuant to
Article$ee+ion 1-L-the LPF MOU.

has develope#speeirlized teams that address a variety ef

eemmuni
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nffeetive retrenetive
*ssignment to a spe€i

p€r€€n+{3%)b

Beth parties agree that the retrsrctive inerease te the salnry ranges will not

@
Eaeh LPF member shall be assigne*to-ene speeialized tearn at the diseretion ef the

ordesign€er
Minimum Staffing shall be maintained at l6 per dav:

Truck: Maintain 4 personnel

Ensines: Maintain 3 personnel

a seeendary speeiali-ed team based en
eperatienal neeessity or exigenee e:reurnstanees,

the develepment ef the team- The Fire ehief shall have the sele diseretion as tothe

ef speeiatizee te
eFitsmembers,

Anrrcr,n III - EnucATroN lNcnNrrvn
}.-l-An incentive program shall be established with the major purpose being to encourage
and reward members of the LPF to broaden their on-the-job experience with academic
training in the fields of science, management and administration.

I S2-Employees who meet the following criteria are eligible for education incentive pay.-

A, Effrptoyees hetd
the:-

university with an Associates of Arts degree or its equivalent in Fire
Science or related field or;

+.---AAis in a-non-related field with aFire Science ee*ifieate-*em-an
aeeredite*institutio*.eriCertification shall receive education incentive
pay of $25.00 per month if the:

A.
g.----+heAg employee an

,Saccredited colleg degree and=+s
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B. or its equivalent shall

receive @anadditional $100.00 per monthjf-an
.

C. €-For the purpose of this section. an accredited college or universitlz'
is accredited bv one of the accreditation asencies recosnized bv the
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education.

D. Educational incentive oav is earnable special comoensation within the
meanins of Section 20636 of the Califomia Govemment Code and Section
571and 571.1 CCR.

E. The following increments shall be added to the Education Incentive Program.
It is agreed that the following amounts shall be paid upon verification that the
individual has completed the necessary course work and has submitted a
completed application to the certifying agency. -Verification of course work
and submittal of a completed application must be provided to Human
Resources along with the request for the incentive. -Incentive pay is effective
the first day of the full pay period following receipt and verification of
required documentation.-

+o :QCompleted course work -Fire or LFD
Company Officer Task Book $50.00 per month

0s rqCompleted course work-Chief Officer- or LFD
Battalion Chief Task Book $50.00 per month

+s rqCompleted course work Fire Investigator or Level 2 Investigator-
$12.s0

per month
0o OCompleted course work Fire Instructor Level3 and Mgmt 2.E$25.00

per month
0.c r0-Completed course work Fire Prevention Officer Level 3 and Mgmt

2.E or Fire Inspector 00
per month

O-Completed course work Public Education Officer Level2 or
Community Risk
perfionth

12.s0
per month

+o :QCertified Fire Chief,..
per month

$2s.00

The maximum amount to be paid under this program is $175.00 per month.

33-In addition to the amounts specified in Section 3.2, an additional $25.00 per month
shall be paid if the employee possesses a Hazardous Materials Specialist/ Technician
certificate.

6
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34--Effective October 8, 2018, LPF members who possess a Lodi Fire Department
Driver/Operator certification, as outlined in the Lodi Fire Department Policy Manual Article
IV Division 4.15: Section 4.15.-1, shall receive a three percent (3%o) education incentive.
The Driver/Operator certification is recognizedby the City as an educational credential that
enhances an employee's ability to perform the duties of their position but is not a minimum
qualification or job requirement.

This incentive is paid for possession of the certification, not for performance of any
specific assignment or duty, and is reportable to CaIPERS as Educational Incentive
Pay pursuant to 2 CCR $571(a)(2) and 9571.1.

35Persons possessing the aforementioned requirements shall not receive the incentive pay
until such time as evidence of course completion is produced. Incentive pay shall be
retroactive back to the date of course completion or certificate earned, up to a maximum of
six (6) months from the date Human Resources received and verified the required
documentation. (2 CCR Sections 571 and 571.1.)

Anrrcr,n IV - Fr,rxrnr,n SpnNnrxc Accouxr (sncuoN tzs pl^AN)
Participation

Employees shall have the option of participating in the City's Flexible Spending Account
(FSA) Plan established under Section 125 of the Internal Revenue Code. Employees may
elect to participate in one or more of the following plan options:

o Premium Only Plan (POP)
o Medical Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
o Dependent Care Flexible Spending Account (DCFSA)

Enrollment and Election Periods

Elections for the upcoming calendar year shall be made during the annual open-enrollment
period held each November or in the event of a qualifying change in family status as defined
by the Internal Revenue Code and applicable IRS regulations.

Funds elected but not used by the end of the plan year shall be forfeited by the employee in
accordance with federal "use-it-or-lose-it" rules, except as otherwise provided by the
caryover or grace-period provisions described below.

Carryover or Grace Period Provision

The City's FSA may include one of the following IRS-approved options, as specified in the
City's offrcial Section 125 Plar. Document:

o A carryover provision that allows an active participant to automatically carry over
up to six hundred eighty dollars ($680) into the subsequent plan year (the allowable
amount may be adjusted annually by the IRS);
or
A grace period of up to two and one-half (2%) months following the close

7
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MOU - CITY OF LODI AND LPF 2026 -2028
of the plan year, during which eligible expenses incurred may be applied against the
prior year's unused balance.

Any unclaimed funds exceeding the allowable carryover limit or not used within the grace-
period timeframe shall be forfeited after the final filing date established by the plan
administrator.

Anrrcr,nV-JunyDury
+All fuIl-time regular employees are granted jury duty leave with pay. Any employee
who is summoned to attend any court during the time regularly required for his employment
for the purpose of jury service shall be entitled, while so engaged and actually serving, to
his regular compensation in addition to any jury duty compensation.

52-No employee shall be granted jury duty leave with pay in which such employee will
be testifying in behalf of oneself or as a witness in a court of law.

5.3-An employee serving on jury duty, who is not required to be in attendance at such
jury duty for more than one half of the employee's normal working day is expected to return
to his regular work assignment for the balance of the day. An employee seated on ajury shall
not be scheduled for regular work during the twelve hours preceding the scheduled time for
jury duty.

54--If an employee covered by this Agreement is required by subpoena to appear in court
or to give a deposition as a result of an action taken within the scope of employment with
the City, that employee shall receive his full pay while so doing, with no loss of time if
he/she is on regular duty. If the employee is not on duty, the City agrees to compensate that
employee at one and one-half times hislher regular rate of pay, for the time spent in any
appearance as required by this Article. The employee shall demand a witness fee and shall
reimburse same to the City. As a prerequisite for payment to off-duty employees, the Fire
Chief or his designee must be notified in writing of the off-duty appearance within seventy-
two hours after the employee is subpoenaed or otherwise notified of the required court
appearance. The employee shall demand a witness fee and shall reimburse the same to the
City.

S.S-Voluntary Grand Jury service such as that service in San Joaquin County, is not
covered by Jury Duty leave.

ARrrcrn VI - Ixcnnlsns
Merit increases shall not exceed the next step of the salary range for the position's
classification.

ARTICLE VII - OVERTIME
W

ien

1 ' Fr SA evertime. 'iFtSA Overtime" means enly t+rese heurs that gualify as everti-ne
under the Fair Laber Standards Aet (FISA); ineluding het#s lverked in exeess ef the

8



MOU - CITY OF LODIAND LPF 2026 -2028

@
@

re$*i+effi€n+s

evertime fer federal reporting purpeses, Nething in this l rtiele shalt be interpreted

is

€vc*ise;

4ff-Overtime Etigibility and Approval

All hours worked in addition to the regularly scheduled shifts shall be paid at the rate of one
and one-half (,1 %)""!imes the then regular rate of the employee. Overtime work may be
required of any employee to meet special or unusual needs of service beneficial to the City
and community. All overtime work requires the prior approval of a supervisor. No
employee on disciplinary or medical leave shall be eligible to work overtime.

l3-ZOvertime Calculation and Rounding

Employees working overtime shall be paid in increments of 15 minutes. Time within any
15 minute increment shall be rounded off, with 0-7 minutes adjusting back to the preceding
increment and 8-15 minutes adjusting forward to the next increment. Thereafter, overtime
shall be compensated in increments of 15 minutes at arate of time and one-half!:e*.

Time in Lieu of Overtime

Employees may accrue compensatory time in lieu of overtime pay. The accrual rate for
compensatory time shall be one and one-half ("1 Ahours for each hour worked.

iffim

7/-No more than two hundred forty (240) hours of compensatory time shall be carried
on the books at any time.

7.6 Annual Cempersatery Tirne Off Cash-Ouf Eleetien

9
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Fteetiens aFety enl

ehange+

p€rteds, F{R witt re

7,7
7.5_Emnl shall be allowed to cash uo to a maximum of 240 of eamed

comnensatorv off twice ner vear- 1n A and Octoher-

l-6-Compensatory Time Payout Upon Separation

Upon separation, the employee shall be paid at the employee's current hourly rate or the
average of the last three years whichever is higher, for the remaining compensatory balance.

TruShift Holdovers and Early Call-Ins

-Shift 

holdovers and early call-ins shall be compensated at the time and one-half ( I
filrate. These premiums constitute Contractual Overtime unless the hours independently
meet FLSA Overtime thresholds.

7$---L Call-Back Pay

-Employees 

called to work outside their regular hours shall be paid at the rate of time
and one-half ("1 %) the hourly rate for hours actually worked with a minimum guarantee of
three (3) hours for each call. The three-hour minimum is Contractual Overtime.

+10--:Employee-Requested Time Off Resulting in Overtime

-If 

an employee requests time off that would result in the need for overtime, the
employee must take a minimum of three (3) hours off unless the time off is for emergency
reasons or has prior approval of the Fire Chief or designee. Except for the first or last two
or less hours of the shift, shift holdover or early relief would apply in these situations. Any
resulting overtime is Contractual Overtime unless the hours independently qualify as FLSA
Overtime.

++eTemporary Assignment to FLSA-Exempt Duties

-If 

au reprcs€+ltcd employee is called upon to perform the duties of a position exempt
from the Fair Labor Standards Act, all provisions of this Article shall prevail.

10
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7*l--Effective as soon as administratively possible, the Department will implement. Such

overtime shall be treated as Contractual Overtime unless the hours independently
qualifu as FLSA Overtime.

?.42-Overtime Hiring Procedures

l. First right to vacancy shall be rank for rank. If there are no members currently
signed up for the overtime for the rank the vacancy has occurred, the process for
filling the vacancy shall revert to the overtime method currently in place.
(Cunent practice is that first choice for overtime goes to the member who has the
longest period of time since working overtime. The employee who worked
overtime last would have the last opportunity to sign up.)

2. If the vacancy is in a higher rank position, members will not be o'bumped up" to
create a vacancy in a lower rank.

3. If the Department over staffs and a vacancy is created; the over hire firefighter
shall be scheduled to fill firefighter vacancies first.

?-I3-Overtime Eligibility for 56-Hour and 40-Hour Employees
1. 56-Hour Employees (Fire Suppression).

Employees assigned to a 56-hour work schedule shall qualify for FLSA Overtime
only for hours worked in excess of the FLSA threshold applicable to the employee's
designated work period under 29 U.S.C. Section 207(k). All other overtime paid
under this Article, including daily overtime, shift holdovers, early call-ins, and
call-back minimums, shall be treated as Contractual Overtime.

2. 4O-Hour Employees (Administrative/Prevention/Support).
Employees assigned to a 40-hour work schedule shall qualiS' for FLSA Overtime
for hours worked in excess of forty (40) hours in a seven-day workweek. All other
overtime paid under this Article, including daily overtime, shift holdovers, early
call-ins, and call-back minimums, shall be treated as Contractual Overtime.

i€ns,

inetisn

Anrrcr,n VIII - Sar,,tny
terms and conditions ofthis Mou shall continue in effect during the term

of this MoU. The City of Lodi and LPF agree that the term is January l, 2026 through
December 31, 2028.

&.2--The parties agree if a salary survey is performed, the fifteen cities to be surveyed are
as follows:

Chico
Fairfield
Modesto
Stockton
Vacaville

_Clovis

--Merced--Redding_South County Fire
Visalia

Davis

-----Manteca
_Roseville

Turlock
Woodland

11
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83-January 2026 - All LPF members to receive a three percent (3%) one-time off-salary-
schedule payment (OSSP). OSSP will be calculated based on one year of employee's base
rate, no overtime included.

SJ-The City shall provide wage adjustments as follows

Three percent (3%), effective January 4,2027,
Three percent (3%), effective January 3,2028

Anrrcr,n IX - TuruoN RETMBTJRSEMENT

-Tuition 

reimbursement will be provided as stated in the City's current Tuition
Reimbursement Policy. The City will not eliminate this policy during the term of this MOU.
The parties agreed that employees are eligible to utilize the Tuition Reimbursement Policy
after six (6) months of full-time employment with the City.

I q+-Professional Development Courses

Fire Department employees in the classifications of Firehghterl-Engineer and Fire Captain
shall be eligible for reimbursement of costs associated with approved professional
development courses that support operational proficiency, supervisory development, or
career advancement within the Lodi Fire Department. Eligible employees may receive up to
$1,000 per fiscal year, subject to a department-wide annual cap of $25,000, with all course
participation and reimbursement contingent upon Fire Chief approval. Reimbursement shall
be provided upon satisfactory completion of the approved coursework.

Additional reimbursement of up to $1,000.00 per fiscal year may occur subject to
availability of funds, and upon approval of the Fire Chief. However, the course
reimbursement shall not exceed a total of $2,000.00 per employee per hscal year.

Anrrcr,n X - DnTTRRED CoprpnnsATroN

Participation

Employees may participate in the City's Deferred Compensation Plan in accordance with
the provisions of Section 457 of the Internal Revenue Code. Participation shall be entirely
voluntary and subject to the rules and regulations established by the plan administrator and
applicable federal law.

City Contribution

The City shall match employee contributions to the Deferred Compensation Plan in an
amount up to a maximum of three percent (3.0%) of the employee's base salary.

12
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City contributions shall be deposited into the employee's designated defened compensation
account in accordance with applicable Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regulations and the
provisions of their selected plan.
gmp+evees

Anrrcr,n XI - UxmoRM Ar,r,owaxcn
ll-l-TheCityshall,onaone-timebasis,provideeach
hire with three department approved uniform shirts and three pair of department approved
uniform pants of a flame retardant fabric. After this initial issue the maintenance and
replacement of the uniform is the employee's responsibility.

ll'2 The uniforrn allervanee shall be $950 per year; Effeetive Maf 3t 2021t the uniform

Q2A </ -^-i^,{\vJ v.J yvL tvv,l

elimina+ed-

Anrrcr,r XII - Wonxnns' Conpnxs,rrrox
+zJ-In the event that a member of the LPF is disabled, whether temporarily or

permanently, by injury or illness arising out of and in the course of his duties, he
shall become entitled, regardless of his period of service with the City, to leave of
absence while so disabled without loss of salary, in lieu of temporary disability
payments, if any, which would be payable under this chapter, for the period of such
disability but not exceeding one year, or until such earlier date as he is retired on
permanent disability pension. (State of California Labor Code, Article 7, Section
48s0.)

422-The City shall implement Article 4850.3 of the Labor Code which provides for
advance disability payments prior to receipt of industrial disability retirement
allowance to the member.

Anrrcr,n XIII- Brr,rivculr, PAY
Bilingual Premium Pay

Employees designated by the Fire Chief as routinely and consistently being required to speak
a language other than English in the course and scope of their employment, and who have
successfully passed a bilingual proficiency examination administered by the City, shall
receive a bilingual premium of two hundred dollars ($200.00) per month. The bilingual
premium shall be paid in twenty-six (26) equal bi-weekly installments of ninety-two dollars
and thirty-one cents ($92.31). For California Public Employees' Retirement System
("CaIPERS") Classic members, the bilingual premium is considered special assignment
compensation and shall be reported as pensionable compensation.

For Public Employees'Pension Reform Act (PEPRA) members, the bilingual premium is
considered special assignment compensation and shall also be reported as pensionable
compensation, consistent with California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 571.1(b) and
the CaIPERS Special Compensation Reportability Table.

13
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Anrrcr,n XIV- LoNcnvrry P.Ly

Effective December 22,2025, after completing ten (10)-eenseer*tive years of service with
the City of Lodi, employees shall receive a longevity incentive equal to two and one-half
percent (2.5%) of their base pay.

After completing twenty (20)-eensee*ive years of service with the City of Lodi, employees
shall receive a longevity incentive equal to five percent (5.0%) of their base pay.

The applicable longevity incentive shall become effective on, and coincide with, the
employee's anniversary date marking completion of the qualifying service period. For
purposes of determining eligibility, employees must meet the required service threshold of
ten (10) ortwenty (20) full years of eonseeu+ive*service withthe City of Lodi, calculated
based on the first day of the month in which employment commenced.

This payment is PERS-reportable, consistent with California Code of Regulations, Title 2,
Section 571(a)(1), as it represents ongoing, percentage-based compensation tied to base
salary. The applicable longevity percentage shall be incorporated into each eligible
employee's base pay beginning effective December 22,2025.

CLE XV - Paramedic Incentive P

Paramedic Pay is compensation to employees who obtain and maintain certification
in auxiliary medical techniques.

Effective Januarv 9-2023- S50 ner stipend for emplovees who are certified bv
$JCEMSA as Paramedic Accreditation Officer (up to a maximum of six (6) accreditation
officers

-Effective 

January 9,2023, $250 per month stipend for Fire Department personnel
who 

-are 
licensed Paramedics while they are seeking accreditation by SJCEMSA;

-Eleven 

percent (ll%) incentive shall be paid to Fire Department personnel who are
accredited by SJCEMSA as Paramedics. The incentives are not stackable.

-The 

City will pay for or provide all licensing, accreditation, and continuing education
fees and costs associated with paramedic licensure and accreditation for all employees in the
ALS program. The City will pay for or provide required continuing education for licensed
Paramedics accredited by SJCEMSA at no cost to employees.

14
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-Employees 

who are licensed and accredited Paramedics will receive overtime
compensation for completing approved continuing education classes outside their normal
working hours.

-Paramedic 

Incentive Pay is earnable special compensation within the meaning of
Section 20636 of the California Government Code and Section 571 and571.1 CCR.

Chaoter 2. Leaves

Anrrcr,n XVI- C,rTASTROPHIC LEAVE
-16-I-LPF members shall be covered by and subject to the Citywide Catastrophic Leave

Policy set forth in the city's current Administrative policy Manual.

Anrrcr,n XVII- Hor.mnys

lA-t-Effective January 1,2023, the holiday leave shall be increasedby 12 hours for shift
employees in recognition of the Juneteenth holiday and 8 hours for non-shift employees.
Thereafter, January I of each calendar year LPF shift employees shall earn 168 hours of
holiday leave, and non-shift employees shall earn 84 hours of holiday leave, in addition to
32 hours of floating holiday leave. In January of each year, every employee's holiday account
shall be credited with the appropriate hours based on the employee's current shift. Employees
hired mid-year or terminating mid-year shall have holiday hours credited or deducted at the
rate of 6.46 hours per pay period for shift employees and 4.46 hours per pay period for non-
shift employees.

W-A shift employee may opt to schedule holidays or to be compensated at the straight
time rate for all hours of holiday leave. During the course of the calendar year, anemployee
who opted to use scheduled holidays may at their request, schedule a day off in lieu of cash
payment.Eachcalendaryear,sha1lbea1lowedtocash
out holiday time in June, or the pay period in which December I falls. Any remaining unused
holiday leave as of December 31 of the same calendar year shall be paid out at the straight
time rate. Holiday cash out compensation is reportable as earned in compliant with the public
Employee's Retirement Law (PERL) and Government Code Section 20630for all bergaifting

as a CaIPERS Classic Member. Holiday cash out
for CaIPERS PEPRA members are not pensionable compensation. Floating holiday hours
are considered not pensionable compensation for both Classic and PEPRA members.

l7-3-The Fire Department will make every effort to avoid scheduling any non-emergency
training or meetings on the following City observed holidays:

New Year's Day

Martin Luther King Day

President's Day

Memorial Day

Juneteenth

January I

3rd Monday in January

3rd Monday in February

4th Monday in May

June 19

15
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Independence Day July 4

Labor Day l't Monday in September

Thanksgiving Day 4th Thursday in November

Day After Thanksgiving Day Friday following Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Eve (four hours) December 24

Christmas Day December 25

l7'4 Nothing in this MOU is construed to change the manner in which holidays or
vacations are scheduled.

1+5-It is mutually agreed that two represented employees per shift shall be allowed to
schedule vacations or holiday time. Leave for sickness, injury, or leave for school shall not
effect this time off. Additional leave for school will-mav be on a case-
by-case basis b)' the LPF Executive Board.

{4$-Holiday Pay is for Additional compensation for employees who are required to work
on city observed holidays because they work in positions that require scheduled staffing
without regard to holidays.

#'FeeS
AnrrCr,n XVIII - OF ABSENCE

Leaves of Absence are available to employees in accordance with the City's current Leave
of Absence policy.

Anrrcr,n XIX - Srcr Lnlvr
1g.t-Shift employees shall accumulate sick leave with pay at the rate of 5.54 hours per
pay period. Employees working a 4O-hour week shall earn 3.70 hours per pay period.

I +g+-Sick leave accumulation shall be unlimited.

t93-For shift employees one working day is defined as 24 work hours. For employees
working a 40 hour week one working day is defined as 8 work hours.

l9:L-Use of Sick Leave for Family-Member Care

-Employees 

may use accrued sick leave to care for a member of their immediate
family in accordance with California's paid sick leave laws. Each employee shall be
permitted to use not less than seventy-two (72) hours of accrued sick leave per calendar
year for this purpose, regardless of work schedule.

For shift employees assigned to a 56-hour schedule, the existing seventy-seven (77)
hour annual allowance satisfies this requirement and shall remain in effect.

The City may approve additional family sick leave beyond the statutory minimum.
As a general guideline, no more than one hundred twenty (120) hours of family sick
leave shall be approved in a calendar year, unless otherwise required by law.

16
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Non-Shift (40 hour work week) Employees hired after February 28,2020 shall accrue
vacation as follows:

Anrrcr,n XX - V.LclrroN
Non-Shift (40 hour workweek) Employees:

Beeinning with:
Date of Hire:
6th year
T2thyear
1 5th year
21st year
22ndyear
23rdyear
24thyear
25thyear

3.08 hours per pay period
4.62 hours per pay period
5.23 hours per pay period
6.16 hours psr pay period
6.47 hours per pay period
6.78 hours per pay period
7.09 hours per pay period
7.40 hours per pay period
7.71 hours per pay period

3.08 hours per pay period
4.62 hours per pay period
5.23 hours per pay period
6.16 hours per pay period

5.54 hours per pay period
8.31 hours per pay period

11.08 hours per pay period
1 1.65 hours per pay period
12.20 hours per pay period
12.76 hours per pay period
13.32 hours per pay period
13.88 hours per pay period

5.54 hours per pay period
8.31 hours per pay period

1 1.08 hours per pay period

Shift (56 hour work week) Employees:

Besinning with:
Date of Hire:
6th year
1 5th year
21st year
22ndyear
23rdyear
24thyear
25thyearlabove

Beginning with:
Date of Hire:
6th year
l2thyear
I 5th year

Beginning with:
Date of Hire:
6th year
1 5th year

Shift (56 hour work week) Employees hired after February 28,2020 shall accrue vacation
as follows:

ien

To provide flexibility i+managing tirne and ineeme; employees rnay arurually pre-sehedule

@of
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any vacation time
in excess of two tours (96 hours) of duty. _Members must utilize at least two tours of their
vacation time each year.

Members may request
a cash out of vacation time at

ingany
Fts+

time. The Human Resourees Department will retain all eleetien fennsfer a minimumoavout
of releetien

time shall be
followins the reo . All requests shall be made in writins to the Finance Division.

i€+

eleede*rules,

The maximum amount of unused vacation hours an employee may accrue, at any given time
is twice the employee's annual vacation rate. Whenever an employee's unused, accrued
vacation time has reached this maximum accrual amount, the employee shall stop accruing
any additional vacation time. Accrual will automatically resume once the employee uses
some vacation time and the accrual balance falls below the maximum accrual amount.

18
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Chanter 3. Insurance and Retirement

Anrrcr,n XXI - Cafeteria Plan

City Medical Contribution

The City shall contribute an amount equal to ninety percent (90%) of the premium cost of
the lowest-cost CaIPERS HMO plan available within ZIP Code95240 toward each eligible
employee's health insurance coverage by enrollment category.

This contribution shall be adjusted annually, effective the hrst pay period in January, based
on CaIPERS premium rates.

Employees who select plans costing more than the City's contribution shall pay the premium
cost difference through payroll deductions.

Eligibility

Regular fulI-time employees are eligible to participate in the Cafeteria Plan beginning the
first day of the month following hire.

Employee's eligible dependents may be enrolled in accordance with CaIPERS and the
employee's selected plan rules.

Changes in health insurance coverage may occur only during the City's open enrollment
period or following a qualifying event as defined under Internal Revenue Code Sectionl25.

Health Insurance coverage ends the last day of the following month in which employment
terminates, unless continued under Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act
(coBRA).

Eligible Benefits

Below are City contributions to the ffiing
@:

- Medical Insurance
- Vision Insurance
- Chiropractic Services

Administration and Opt-Out

The Cafeteria Plan shall be administered in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section
125 and applicable CaIPERS regulations.

Employees providing proof of altemate qualifying medical coverage may opt out of City-
provided medical insurance and will receive the applicable opt-out or cash-in-lieu benefit as

described in Article XXIV - Health Insurance.
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All employees are offered medical insurance for themselves and their eligible dependents
through CaIPERS medical plans.

Health Insurance:
Effective January 1,2026,the City shall contribute an amount equal to ninety percent (90%)
of the premium, by enrollment category, for the lowest-cost HMO plan available in ZIP code
95240. Employees shall be responsible for the difference between the City's contribution
and the premium of the plan the employee selects. Employee contributions shall be collected
through payroll deductions. Employees may elect to have premium deductions withheld
from pre-tax wages through the City's Flexible Spending Account benefits Premium Only
Plan (POP) as described in Article XX below.

The City's ninety percent (90%) contribution and corresponding ten percent (10%)
employee contribution shall be reviewed annually and any necessary adjustments would be
implemented at the first pay period in January to reflect any changes in premium rates for
the lowest-cost HMO plan availableinZlP code95240. The City's contribution percentage
shall not be reduced below ninety percent (90%) without mutual agreement between the City
and the LMPOLPE bargaining unit.

Employees who elect to waive medical insurance coverage through the City shall receive an
additional "cash in lieu" of medical benefits amount as follows:

$692.81 per month for family coverage
$532.92 per month for employee * one dependent coverage
$305.22 per month for single coverage

-The 
monthly cash-in-lieu amounts shall be divided equally between the two pay periods

each month and paid, at the employee's option, either as a flat taxable cash amount or as a
contribution to the employee's deferred compensation account. To be eligible for cash-in-
lieu, an employee must provide the City with proof of other qualifying group medical
insurance coverage.

Etigibility

Employees shall become eligible for medical insurance on the first day of the month
following the date on which they become full-time regular employees of the City.

Anrrcr,n XXII - DnNrar, , VIstoN Ai\D CHrRopRACTrc lNsunLxcn

Dental Coverage

Employees shall be provided fully paid family dental insurance. The City shall pay the full
cost of the dental insurance premium for the employee and all eligible dependents.

The City reserves the right to select or change the dental insurance administrator or plan
provider, provided that the level of benefits remains substantially equivalent to those
provided under the existing plan.

20
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Benefits

Maximum dental benefits shall be one thousand two hundred hfty dollars ($1,250) per
calendar year for each family member enrolled in the dental plan. A twenty-five dollar ($25)
deductible and applicable co-insurance provisions shall apply.

The City shall provide orthodontia benef,rts with a lifetime maximum benefit of one thousand
two hundred fifty dollars ($1,250) for each eligible family member covered under the dental
plan.

VISION CARE INSURANCE

The City shall contribute to the Cafeteria Plan a dollar amount equal to the premium
necessary to provide employees with vision care insurance through the Vision Service Plan
(VSP) by enrollment category (Employee, Employee *l or Family). The services covered
and the amount of coverage shall be as outlined in the VSP Summary of Benefits.

The City reserves the right to select or change the vision insurance carrier, provided that the
level of benefits remains substantially equivalent to those provided under the existing plan.

Employees may opt out of City provided Vision Care and apply the City contribution
towards medical premiums.

CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES

The City shall contribute to the Cafeteria Plan a dollar amount equal to the premium, by
enrollment category (Employee, Employee *l or Family), necessary to provide employees
and their eligible dependents chiropractic services under the City's Chiropractic benefit
progftlm. This benefit allows for up to a maximum of forty (40) visits per calendar year.

A co-payment of ten dollars ($10.00) per visit shall apply for each covered chiropractic
service.

Employees may opt out of City provided Chiropractic Care and apply the City contribution
towards medical premiums.

Continuation of Coverage

The City's contribution toward group dental, orthodontia, chiropractic, and vision insurance
shall continue only while the employee remains in paid status or during periods of legally
protected leave, including the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), the California Family
Rights Act (CFRA), and Pregnancy Disability Leave (PDL).
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ARTICLE XXIIV - RnrrnnMnNr Pr,,ln
}4J-The City provides retirement benefits through the California Public Employees
Retirement System (CaIPERS). Employees shall receive the following retirement benefits.
The following plan is available to employees hired prior to December 22,2012 and deemed
to be "classic" employees by CaIPERS:

o Public Safety 3% @ 50 plan
o 1959 Survivor benefits - 3'd Level
o Single Highest Year
o Credit for Unused Sick Leave
. Military Service Credit
o 2Yo Annual Cost of Living (COLA) Increase
. Employee shall pay the full employee member contributionof 9Yo of salary

plus a three percent (3 %) cost share of the employer's normal cost, for a

total contribution of twelve percent (12%).

242-For employees hired after December 22,2012 and deemed to be'oclassic" employees
by CaIPERS, the following retirement plan will apply:

o Public Safety 3% @ 55 plan
o 1959 Survivors Benefit - Third Level
o Average of three highest consecutive years
o Credit for Unused Sick Leave
o Military Service Credit
o 2o/o Annual Cost of Living (COLA) Increase
o Employee shall pay the full employee member contributionof 9%o of salary

plus a three percent (3 %) cost share of the employer's normal cost, for a
total contribution of twelve percent (12%).

z+For employees hired after December 31, 2012 and deemed "PEPRA" employees,
the following retirement plan will apply:

e Public Safety 2.7% @ 57 plan
o 1959 Survivors Benefit - Third Level
. Average of three highest consecutive years
o Credit for Unused Sick Leave
. Military Service Credit
o 2Yo Annual Cost of Living (COLA) Increase
o Employee shall pay the full employee share of retirement costs as calculated

by PERS in its annual actuarial valuation

I Z4s-Classic Member Cost Sharing

Effective July 6, 2026, in accordance with California Government Code Section 20516(a),
each Classic employee (Tiers One and Two for Public Safety) shall contribute on a pre-tax
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basis a three percent (3 %) cost share of the employer's normal pension cost, in addition to
the CaIPERS statutory member contribution.

Total pension contribution: twelve percent (I2%) for Public Safety/Sworn. The City
and LPF agree that these cost-sharing provisions satisfy Government Code Sections
205 I 6 and 205 | 6.5 requirements.

_PEPRA Member Cost Sharing

Effective July 6, 2026, in accordance with California Government Code Section 20516(a),
all employees deemed "New Members" under PEPRA) shall contribute, on a pre-tax basis:

The greater of twelve percent (12%) or the retirement cost as calculated by CaIPERS
in its annual actuarial valuation (one-half of the normal cost of pension).
The parties mutually recognize and acknowledge that these provisions satisfy
Government Code $205 1 6.5.

}1.f-{ll members in LPF agree to pay an additional one percent (l%) towards the
employer's share of CaIPERS normal pension cost (cost-sharing) effective in each of the
first full pay periods in July 2020, January 2021 andJanuary 2022. PEPRA employees will
pay a maximum of fifteen percent (15%) combined between the employee's share of PEPRA
and any cost-sharing of the employer's normal pension cost, unless and until the employee's
normal PEPRA costs exceed fifteen percent (15%). This provision expires July 5r2026.

?43-Medical Expense Reimbursement Plan
City will

support the implementation of a mutually agreed upon Medical Expense Reimbursement
Plan ("MERP"). The purpose of the MERP shall be to provide for retiree health expense
reimbursement benefits. Upon implementation, the City and LPF agree that contributions
to the plan will be confined to areas of compensation already outlined within this
Memorandum of Understanding that are otherwise available to the employee.

The LPF shall reserve the right to select the program and administrator for their post-
employment health care needs. The LPF will indemnify and release the City from any and
all liabilities associated with MERP participation.

The City's administrative responsibility to the MERP shall be limited to the coordination of
payroll deductions and the remittance and reporting of contributions to the MERP
administrator. The City shall not incur any direct administrative fees and will only consider
a qualifying plan recognized under the Intemal Revenue Code.

Anrrcr,n XXIV - Srcx Ln.r,vn CorwnnsroN

A retiring employee will be able to convert unused sick leave to service credit for CaIPERS
retirement pu{poses, per Government Code Section 20965.

a
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AR.II€IE XXVI- Vtslo

Anrrcr,n XXVII - Sunvrvon BnNnrrrs
Zl?L-The City shall continue providing health benefits for the surviving spouse and minor
dependent children, under the same terms and conditions provided prior to the death, of any
member of the LPF who is killed or dies during the performance of their duties. Minor
dependents shall continue to receive benefits under the coverage provided the surviving
spouse or, if there is no surviving spouse, until the age of 2l years. Premiums will be paid
at the current rate in effect at the time of the member's death. Premiums will continue to be
paid by the City until such time as the surviving spouse is covered by other insurance or
remarries, and for dependent children of the member killed in the line of duty until such time
as either:

l. The dependent children are over the eligible age limit, or
2. The dependent children are covered under other alternative medical coverage

provided by and through the surviving spouse or person who he/she marries.
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Chapter 4. Safetv

Anrrcr,r XXVEI - S,trnry Connnnrrrnn
2&.*-A six-member Joint Safety Committee shall be formed to include three members of
the LPF. This committee shall be charged with reviewing and making proposed solutions to
items relating to safety standards, equipment, procedures, clothing and other safety related
matters.
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Chanter 5. Work Hours. Schedules. Meals

Anrrcr,n XXVIX- 56-Houn Wonx Wnnr
29-[-Work Schedule and FLSA Work Period
Employees assigned to a 56-hour work week shall work a schedule consisting of two on-duty
24-hour shifts in each six-day cycle.

For purposes of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), the City hereby affirms and continues
its designation of a 24-dry work period, consistent with 29 U.S.C. $207(k). T+e€ied"

Thisdesignationshallremainineffectunlessmodified
in writing.

Under the FLSA, the maximum number of non-overtime hours in each 24-day work period
is one hundred eighty-two (182) hours. Hours worked in excess of 182 hours in a

designated work period shall be treated as FLSA Overtime. A11 other overtime paid under
this MOU shall be treated as Contractual Overtime.

For purposes of overtime calculations under the FLSA, sick leave, vacation leave,
compensatory time, and holiday leave shall be counted as hours worked e*yfof_qygti!CI9
comnensation nurnoses- It shall be ted as contractual overtime andet to the extent
required by law

D2-P ay Calculation Upon Separation

If an employee assigned to a 56-hour work week schedule separates from employment
during a two-week payroll cycle, the employee's pay for that cycle shall be computed by
multiplying the number of days between the first day of the payroll cycle and the last shift
worked by eight (8) hours, or the number of hours actually worked in that payroll cycle,
whichever is greater.

Z+3-fulffiin ist{ati,ve @ Schedule

The shall be assigned to a 4O-hour work week. All
holiday, vacation, and sick leave benefits for this position shall be based on a 40-hour
schedule rather than a 56-hour schedule.

}94-Conversion of Leave Balances Between 4O-Hour and 56-Hour Schedules

Effective May 25,2015, the following formulas shall be used to convert accrued leave
balances when an employee moves between a 4O-hour work week and a 56-hour work week:

. Conversion from 40 to 56 hours: multiply by 1.4

. Conversion from 56 to 40 hours: multiply by 0.7143

Thereafter, leave accruals shall be earned based on the employee's assigned work schedule.

Anrrcr,r XXVIIX - Snrrr Tnmns
3e.4-It is mutually agreed that each employee may trade shifts.
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-A 

firefighter while on initial probation may initiate shift trades for a hardship, in
writing, with approval from their Captain and Battalion Chief. Shift trades for probationary
firefighters are acceptable for attendance at approved training classes or seminars only.

S€"3_lt is expressly understood that shift trades are requested by employees on a voluntary
basis and are granted exclusively for employee convenience.

3FA shift trade commitment shall be considered the equivalent of the employee's
regularly assigned work day. Any member of the bargaining unit who agrees to a shift trade,
but fails to report to work the agreed shift without a valid excuse may be subject to
disciplinary action. An employee who agrees to exchange time with another employee and
who then fails to report to work the agreed time because of illness, or who reports, but leaves
early due to illness, may be required to provide a doctor's note to verify the illness.

3S.4--In the event that the person who had agreed to work is unable to do so, he/she shall
make the necessary arrangements to fulfill the obligation. This can be accomplished by:
trading with another employee meeting the shift trade requirements; forfeiting sick, holiday,
compensatory time, or vacation time, whichever is appropriate based on department policy;
or injury leave if appropriate.
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Chanter 6. Association/Citv Issues

Anrrcr,n XXIXI - Svrorruc lxn Dnucs
}lJ-Employees of the LPF are strictly prohibited from using tobacco of any kind while
on duty or representing the City of Lodi in any capacity. Employees are also prohibited from
regular or excessive use of tobacco on their personal time. Occasional personal use of
tobacco is permitted.

312--The LPF shall be covered under the Drug-Free WorlElace policy and procedure. In
addition, the LPF shall be covered under the Drug and Alcohol Testing policy and procedure
with the exception of random testing. (Section 34520(e) of the California Vehicle Code
exempts fire employees from the provisions of the Omnibus Transportation Employee
Testing Act of 1991.)

31-.3-In the event an employee is involved in an accident while operating a City vehicle
the employee shall not leave the scene of the accident until a determination for drug and/or
alcohol testing has been made by the appropriate supervisor.

31-4-In the event an employee is being referred to drug and/or alcohol testing, the
employee shall have the right to representation or a witness. The witness may include an
on-duty employee, as long as there is no interference with business necessity.

3l-.5-Supervisors directing an employee to drug and/or alcohol testing shall document at
the time of direction the reason(s) for such determination of the Reasonable Suspicion Test
form, and present that form to the employee.

3l=6-The reporting of prescription medication being taken by an employee to his/her
supervisor shall be kept in confidence.

3+3-In the event an employee's locker or storage area is to be searched, the employee
shall have the right to representation or a witness. The witness may include an on-duty
employee, as long as there is no interference with business necessity.

3l-8-If a member of the Fire Department has a drug, tobacco or alcohol problem or
dependence, the City shall pay the difference between the employee's insurance and the cost
of an appropriate rehabilitation program.

31.9 All supervisory employees, including those in the rank of Fire Captain, shall attend
training on making a reasonable suspicion determination of being under the influence of
drugs and/or alcohol, and the appropriate referral process. Such training shall be provided
by the City of Lodi. Non-supervisory employees may attend the training provided that there
is adequate attendance capacity, and that the cost of the training shall be borne by the
employee.

Anrrcr,n XXX$ - Crry Rrcnrs
+-h is further understood and agreed between the parties that nothing contained in this
MOU shall be construed to waive or reduce any rights of the City, which include, but are not
limited to, the exclusive rights:
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0 to determine the mission of its constituent departments, commissions and boards;
0 to set standards ofservice;
0 to determine the procedures and standards of selection for employment;
0 to direct its employees; to maintain the efficiency of governmental operations;
0 to determine the methods, means and personnel by which government operations

are to be conducted;
0 to take all necessary actions to carry out its mission in emergencies; and
0 to exercise complete control and discretion and the technology of performing its

work.

322-City rights also include the right to determine the procedures and standards of
selection for promotion, to relieve employees from duty because of lack of work or other
legitimate reasons, to take disciplinary action, and to determine the content of job
classifications; provided, however, that the exercise by the City of the rights in this paragraph
does not preclude employees or their recognized employee organizations from filing
grievances regarding the practical consequences that decisions on such matters may have on
wages, hours or other terms and conditions of employment.

32'3-Per Side Letter dated September 14,2011: The Lodi Professional Firef,rghters (LPF)
recognizes and accepts the City's right to determine the procedures and standards of
selection for promotion. This recognition does not preclude the LPF from discussing with
the City the LPF's point of view as it relates to the timeliness and necessity of promotions.
The merits of each promotion should be discussed by both parties with the intent of reaching
an understanding. It is the LPF's contention that economics is one component and should
not be the sole deciding factor when determining whether to promote or not. It is through
joint discussions that the City and the LPF believe resolution can be found.

Anrrcr-n XXXIU - COMPLETE ACNNNVTNNT
3}J-The parties acknowledge that during the negotiations which resulted in this MOU,
each had the unlimited right and opportunity to make demands and proposals with respect
to any subject or matter not removed by law from the scope of negotiations, and that the
understandings and agreements arrived at by the parties after the exercise of that right and
opportunity are set forth in the MOU. Any other prior existing understanding or agreements
by the parties, whether formal or informal, regarding any such matters are hereby superseded
or terminated in their entirety.

332-Per the Side Letter signed on May 20,2004: Except as required by operationallor
business necessity impacting City employees as a whole, there shall be no changes to the
Rules for Personnel Administration during the term of this MOU. This does not prevent the
parties from mutually agreeing to meet and confer over proposed changes to the Rules during
the term of this MOU.

Anrrcr,n XXXIIV - CONCERTED ACTIVITIES
34.J-Represented employees agree that they shall not strike, withhold services, engage in
"slowdowns" or oosick ins" or participate in any other form of concerted activity which is
intended to or which does adversely affect job performance or rendering of City services.
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An XXXIIIV - Euploynn RnpnnsnNTATroN
3+This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as "MOU") is entered
into between representatives of the City of Lodi (hereinafter referred to as "City") and
representatives of the Lodi Professional Firefighters (hereinafter referred to as "LPF").

The parties to this MOU acknowledge and agree that this MOU constitutes the result
of meeting and conferring in good faith as contemplated by Section 3500 et seq. of
the Government Code of the State of California, and further acknowledge and ugr".
that all matters upon which the parties reached agreement are set forth in this MOU.

The terms and conditions of this MOU are applicable to those employees in those
positions represented by the LPF of the City of Lodi, i.e., Firefighter I, Firefighter II,
Fire Engineer, and Fire Captain. It is mutually agreed that wages, hours, and other
terms and conditions of employment of such employees shall be as hereinafter set
forth. Except as specifically stated in this Memorandum, all existing benefits
currently being fumished to employees and all existing terms and conditions of
employment are to continue in effect unless and until the parties meet and confer
regarding a change in such existing benefits, terms or conditions of employment.

The terms and conditions of this MOU shall continue in effect during the term of this
MOU.

35=2--The City and the LPF mutually agree that the City shall grant dues deduction to City
employees who are members of the LPF in accordance with the terms and conditions set
forth in Section 4, Rule 2 of City of Lodi Resolution No. 3344 entitled "Adopting Rules and
Regulations to Implement Provisions of the Employee-Employer Relations Resolution." The
LPF shall indemnifr, defend and hold the City of Lodi harmless against any claims made
and against arry suit instituted against the City of Lodi on account of check-off of said
employee organization's dues. In addition, the LPF shall refund to the City of Lodi any
amounts paid to it in error upon presentation of supporting evidence.

Changes in the LPF membership dues rate shall be certified to the City, in writing,
over the signature of the LPF President. The change shall be implemented as soon
as practicable, but in no event later than thirty (30) days after the notification.

I}#LPF shall maintain exclusive representation rights during the term of this MOU.
Every employee covered by this MOU who is a member of LPF twenty (20) days after the
signing of this MOU shall maintain his or her membership in good standing in accordance
with the constitution and Bylaws of the LPF during the term of this Mou.

31-4-No employee covered by this Memorandum of Understanding shall be discriminated
against by the City or by the Union with respect to any job benefrts or other conditions of
employment accruing from this agreement because of union membership, non-membership
in the union, race, color, sex, creed, national origin, marital status, disability or political
affiliation. It is understood that violations of this section are not subject to arbitration.

35'5-The City shall make available a period of thi++y{30gi6Ly-.!59) minutes during each

-_new 

employee orientation session for the LPF to meet with newly hired
employees in represented classifications. The purpose of this time shall be to
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educate new employees regarding their rights, benefits, and responsibilities under this
MOU and the benefits of LPF membership.

The specific date, time, and location of the LPF orientation session shall be
coordinated between the Fire Chief and the LPF President.

The City shall provide the LPIPE with at leastten (10) calendar days' advance notice
of the start date of any new hire into a represented classification. An exception to the
ten (10)-day advance notice requirement may be made when an urgent operational
need exists that is critical to City operations and not reasonably foreseeable.

The City and the LPMOLE acknowledge that this section fully satisfies the parties'
obligations to meet and confer under Government Code Section 3557 conceming
new employee orientation.

31'6-The City and LPF agree and understand that if any section of this MOU in any way
conflicts with the terms and conditions of employment stated in other authorities, such as
personnel rules, administrative policy and procedure manual, city resolutions, or city
ordinances, any ambiguity shall be resolved in favor of the MOU language. If the MOU is
silent on an issue, the current applicable document (i.e. policy manual) is controlling.

3L?-Beginning January I, 2014, and each January 1 thereafter, the Lodi Professional
Firefighters Association will notiff the City of the hours to be deducted from each member's
last pay check in February (not to exceed 10 hours annually) for the Union Leave Bank. The
hours will be deducted from the employee's holiday leave bank. Requests to use another
leave bank must be submitted to payroll two (2) weeks prior to the deduction date. If at any
other point in the year a member chooses to donate additional hours to the Union Leave
Bank, beyond the 10 hours, they will be allowed to do so on written notice to LPF and the
Finance Division. Union Leave Bank hours may not exceed more than 600 hours on a yearly
basis. The President of the Lodi Professional Firefighters shall designate members that can
use the hours. Hours may be donated from member's vacation leave, holiday leave or
compensatory time off. The Union Leave Bank shall be charged an equivalent amount of
time required to cover the absence of the member utilizing the LPF bank, including any
overtime required to cover the shift.

Anrrcr.n XXXIVI - Gnrnv.lNcE PRocEDURE
3#This grievance procedure shall be used to process and resolve disputes regarding the
interpretation or application of any of the terms and conditions of this MOU, letters of
understanding, and formal interpretations and clarifications executed by the LPF and the
City.

The intent of this procedure is to resolve grievances informally at the lowest possible
level and to provide an orderly procedure for reviewing and resolving grievances
promptly.

The term "day" means a working day i.e. Monday through Friday excluding hxed
City Hall closures.
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A grievance is a good faith complaint of one or a group of employees or a dispute
between the City and the LPF involving the interpretation, application, or
enforcement of the express terms of this MOU and other express written terms and
conditions of employment or clear past practices.

As used in this procedure, the term "party" means an employee, the LPF, the City or
the authorized representatives of any party. The employee is entitled to
representation through all the steps in this procedure.

Matters of discipline are to be handled exclusively in accordance with the provisions
of section 36.4.

3#INFORMAL PROCEDURE
The informal procedure must be used as an initial step in all grievances. An
employee or their representative having a grievance arising from employment in the
municipal service shall seek adjustment of the grievance initially through verbal
contact with their immediate supervisor within twenty (20) working days of the date
of the action being grieved, or the date the grieving party became aware of the
incident which is the basis of the grievance. The employee or hislher representative
shall state the nature of the grievance and any pertinent information required for the
supervisor to suffrciently investigate the incident and resolve the grievance. Should
the immediate supervisor be unable to make a satisfactory adjustment, the employee
or their representative may seek adjustment through verbal contact to the next higher
level of supervision up to and including the Fire Chief. The time allowed between
steps in this process is ten (10) working days. All verbal contacts shall be documented
as to the date, time and place of the contact.

In matters involving disputes between two employees (including personality
conflicts between and employee and hisftrer supervisor), the two employees should
meet in an attempt to resolve their differences. If they cannot resolve the issues
between themselves, the complaint procedure outlined in the Lodi Fire Department
Policy Manual shall be used as the Informal Grievance Procedure.

Should the employee progress through the above steps and find that the Fire Chief is
unable to make a satisfactory adjustment within the time frame given, or is a party to
the grievance, the employee or his representative may seek adjustment through the
Formal Grievance Procedure.

3#FORMAL PROCEDURE
An employee who has not received satisfactory adjustment through the use of the
Informal Grievance Procedure may, within ten (10) working days of the last time
deadline of the Informal Procedure, file a Formal Grievance. Initiation of the formal
grievance procedure requires that the grievance be submitted in writing. The steps
of the Formal Grievance Procedure are as follows:

Step A' Class Action Grievances or a Lodi Fire Department Grievance Form is filed
with the Fire Chief. If satisfactory adjustment is not attained the employee
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or his/her representative may proceed to Step B within ten (10) working
days.

Step B. Class Action Grievances or A Lodi Fire Department Grievance Form is
filed with the City Manager. The City Manager or designee shall investigate
the grievance and shall respond in writing within ten (10) working days. If
satisfactory adjustment is not attained the employee or his representative
may proceed to Step C within ten (10) working days.

Step C If the grievance is not resolved by the City Manager or designee, arbitration
shall be the final level of appeal for grievances and discipline. It is agreed
by both parties that the decision of the arbitrator is binding and final on both
parties and that if this procedure is utilized all other avenues of appeal are
waived. If arbitration is chosen the City must be notified by the grievant or
hislher representative within fifteen (15) working days following the City
Manager's decision.

within ten (10) working days after the request for arbitration is received by
the City or atadate mutually agreed to by the parties, the parties shall meet
to select an impartial arbitrator. If no agreement is reached at this meeting,
the parties shall immediately and jointly request the State Conciliation and
Mediation Service to submit to them a panel of five (5) arbitrators from
which the City and the LPF shall alternately strike names until one (1) name
remains; this person shall be the arbitrator. If the State Conciliation and
Mediation Service cannot provide a list of five (5) arbitrators, the same
request shall be made of the American Arbitration Association.

To iensure that the arbitration process is as brief and economical as
possible, the following guidelines shall be adhered to:

An arbitrator may, upon mutual consent of the parties, issue a
decision, opinion or award orally upon submission of the arbitration.

Both parties and the arbitrator may tape record the hearing

There shall be no official transcript required; however, either party
may utilize a court reporter at its own sole expense. The cost of a
court reporter required by an arbitrator shall be shared equally by the
parties.

4. The parties may agree to prepare a joint letter submitting the issue(s)
in dispute. The letter shall present the matter on which arbitration is
sought and shall outline the MOU provisions governing the
arbitration. It may contain mutually agreed on stipulations of fact and
it may be accompanied by any documents that the parties mutually
agree shall be submitted to the arbitrator in advance of the hearing
which may not necessarily be stipulations of fact. Further, if the
parties mutually agree, the entire matter may be submitted to

1

2

J
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5

6.

7

arbitration for review without a hearing. Absent agreement to prepare
a joint letter, the parties may submit separate letters.

The strict rules of evidence are not applicable but shall be of a type or
kind relied upon by prudent people in the conduct of serious business
and the hearing shall be informal.

The parties have the right to present and cross examine witnesses
issue opening and closing statements, and file written closing briefs.
Testimony shall be under oath or affirmation.
The arbitrator may exclude testimony or evidence which he/she
determines irrelevant or unduly repetitious.

The arbitrator may exclude witnesses and observers from the hearing
at his or her discretion.

9. The arbitration hearing shall be held on the employer's premises.

10. The cost of arbitration shall be borne equally by the parties. However,
the cost, if any, of cancellation or postponement shall be the financial
responsibility of the party requesting such delay unless mutually
agreed by the parties.

The decision, opinion, or award shall be based on the record
developed by the parties before and during the hearing, unless
otherwise agreed to by the parties. The decision shall be in writing
and shall contain the crucial reasons supporting the decision and
award.

The arbitrator has no power to add to, subtract from, or modifr the
terms of the MOU or the written ordinances, resolutions, rules,
regulations and procedures of the City, nor shall he/she impose any
limitations or obligations not specifically provided for under the terms
of the MOU. The arbitrator shall be without power or authority to
make any decision that requires the City or management to do an act
prohibited by law.

The arbitrator has no power to add to a disciplinary action.

The arbitrator's decision shall be final, binding, and precedential and
the arbitrator's decision shall possess the authority to make an
employee whole to the extent such remedy is not limited by law,
including the authority to award back pay, reinstatement, and to issue
an order to expunge the record ofall references to a disciplinary action
if appropriate.

If the City believes that the matter is not arbitrable and/or not
grievable, the matter shall be bifurcated. The parties shall select an
arbitrator to hear the issue of arbitrability only. In the event that the

34
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arbitrator determines the matter to be arbitrable, the parties shall
select a second arbitrator to hear the merits of the case.

By filing a grievance and processing it beyond the City Manager the
grievant expressly waives any right to statutory remedies for the same
contract remedies that were available through arbitration or to the
exercise of any legal process other than is provided by the
grievance/arbitration procedure for those contractual remedies under
this contract. The process in a grievance beyond the City Manager
shall constitute an express election on the part of the grievant that the
arbitration procedure is the chosen forum for resolving the issues
contained in the grievance, and that the grievant shall not resort to any
other forum or procedure for resolution or review of the issues. The
parties do not intend by the provisions of these paragraphs to preclude
the enforcement of any arbitration award in any court of competent
jurisdiction.

Allegedly discriminatory acts by the city may be addressed through
the judicial system, DFEH, EEOC, and/or the City's internal
complaint procedure system as provided by law. Allegedly
discriminatory acts are not subject to this procedure.

3#GRIEVANCE INVOLVING A DISCIPLINARY ACTION
This section sets forth the exclusive means for grieving disciplinary actions in the
form of a written reprimand, demotion, suspension or dismissal. In the event the
employee wishes to challenge the City Manager's final decision on such discipline,
the employee shall appeal the decision to binding arbitration, commencing with Step
C of Article 34.3 of this MOU. All other, lesser forms of discipline shall be
reviewable by the Fire Chief without a further right of appeal.

ARrrcr,n XXXV$ - YOFF PnOCnOUnn
3l-+-lt is mutually agreed by both parties that the layoff procedure, incorporated in the
Policy and Procedure manual, dated May l, 1995 is included in this MOU by reference and
it is further agreed that both parties interpret it to mean that time served in a higher level
shall be counted at a lower level for pu{poses of determining order of layoff.

ARrrcr,n XXXVII - Pnysrclr, FrrNESs AND Wnr,r,Nnss PRocRAM
Iucnxrrvr
3#--It is agreed that the physical fitness program shall be continued and shall meet the

following goals:

fh€€i{y-

e4et+ne$as:-
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ltr*Wreen#Ee +$se{+ -e*-fitnex;--e#tl+ffi+i$/ts pe'r/b*ne44y*l+e-lAtk* ttnd--*tv

e*tego t-i*e d* eeet- t lt*g+t* ag e *g'ou p,etwt-*ex- u -

-'T&e 
{l+ness**sses$*e*Ls*€hell -be perfomed Sy-jre.fbssis+lal .css€ssers

@it'y,

3. - ffi-oS-exe+eis€ $ased,-er+-agpr--sex *+ld prcs€-n+
pb.s-iea{-€or}dkion-

4- --"* +*sviele -et+at$&bl€*ggek'M wou,t$-be--measwable
dil.o$gh+heS+ness-assessrnent-pr€vid€d.

5,- *-P+evide-fsl*in-heuse-exereise-a€ti"vities-

6- Provide @e*-€affli$vasetilar
eo i+iel6"flex+bi+ity,-€rlp*s+rcngt$ebd.o.11Li.n&l
strcnglh-1€+\-baeks+efigth"-€hcst leeps

@-
- -++-is-fu rther*g,reed+ha+-

l- +heg*ogt*n+*ha+l$e*+*ndatety-tbr-a$employees-i+++he'barg&$$i{+g"+}fttt-

2-The program shall be scheduled as a high priority item and work out times
shall normally be available between 0800 and 1700 hours excluding lunch period
and breaks. The City shall provide adequate equipment to carry out the intent of the
program.

&-The equipment used for this program is not to be used by anyone other than
City of Lodi Fire personnel.

4--Confidentiality of records shall be maintained for the protection of the
employees.

38J-Employees in the bargeir+il+g,unit will be eligible for a Physical Fitness and Wellness
Program Incentive of $50.00 per month, paid in the employee's regular payroll check on a
bi-weekly basis, upon successfully passing an annual physical ability examination. The
examination will be proctored by Human Resources. The LPF and City will collaborate on
the components of the physical ability exam in order to be equivalent to the entry-level
Candidate Physical Ability Test (CPAT) examination.

Employees must successfully pass each ability component within the prescribed time
period to be eligible for the incentive. Employees who fail the initial examination
will be allowed to re-test one time within 30 days of failing the examination. If the
employee fails the re-test, the employee will not be eligible to re-test until the next
scheduled annual examination.
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The City will initiatejhe fi*s+ examination aud it will be conducted in fa-ll of each
year, the parties agree that is will be conducted
annuallythereafter,exceptforre-testingasstatedabove.M
eondt*etcd annually tlerea{ter; eNeept-fsr re"tcstingas-stateel absve, Employees who
successfully pass the physical ability examination will receive the Wellness Program
Incentive, effective the first of the pay period following successful completion of the
examination.

Employees who fail the annual testing will lose the incentive until they successfully
pass the physical ability examination.

An employee's participation in the Wellness Program Incentive is completely
voluntary/ optional and shall not be punitive.

This incentive qualifies as reportable compensation under "Physical Fitness
Program Incentive Pay." (See 2 CCR sections 571 and 571.1.)

Anrrcr,n XXXVIX - Pnon^lTION
2C) 1 D-^L^+:^-^-., D^-:^lr rvvqLrvlrqrJ r vrrvu

be ectto a 12- probationary period f€r-ne\idy+ire+
ofthe academ

probationar)' period. new hire employees shall 080I
be he

inugr*s_

entitled to sick leave benefits@
Employees are

eligible for merit
hire.

of -SIX

2O .) T T-^ ^S T ^^-,^ I-\,,;-^ D-^L^+.:^*
vov vr lvsvv uvLrLrb r rvvgM

Employees on initial probation may not utilize vacation accruals.

Wion

2.O /l A ^^^^l D:^L+^/ rl/l/vsr r\r6rrcu

-Probationary 

releases are appealable only to the extent required by law
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Emnlovees who are will be subiect to a l2-month nro Deriod effective
date of

shall be entitled to sick leave benefits.

ARTICLE XXXVI IIIJ - Mrscnr,r,ANEous
4l=l-LPF and the City of Lodi will meet and confer on entry level minimum qualifications

ARTICLE XXXIXLT- PnnsoNNEL FILES
42J-Employees shall be provided a copy of all performance related memoranda
(including performance evaluations) placed in their official personnel file which is retained
in the Human Resources Department. Personnel files shall be kept in a secured location.
Items that are to be removed shall be returned to the employee for disposition.

Affected employees shall be provided a copy of adverse comments placed in their personnel
and/or administrative file. No employee shall have any adverse comments placed in hisiher
file without f,rrst reading and signing indicating awareness of such adverse comments and
placement in their personnel andlor administrative file. Should an employee refuse to sign,
the adverse comments will nevertheless be placed in his/her file. An employee shall have
thirty (30) days within which to file a written response to any adverse comments entered into
hisftrer official personnel file. Such written response shall be attached to and shall
accompany the adverse comments. Upon written request of the employee, adverse
comments in the personnel file shall be removed in accordance with the timelines prescribed
below.

An employee shall be permitted at any time during regular office hours of the Human
Resources Department to inspect his/her personnel file, provided notice is given to the
Department which is sufficient to allow it up to three (3) of its working days to make the
files available. He/she may also authorize, in writing, the Union representative to also
inspect his/her personnel file provided the same advance notice is given. Such reviews shall
be made in the Human Resources Department subject to the presence of a member of the
Human Resources Department.

Any matters not in the official personnel file or referred to in the ofhcial personnel file shall
not be used as the basis of discipline. Material in personnel files shall be regarded as
confidential and disclosed only in accordance with provisions of this MOU and applicable
law. Material contained in the employee's administrative file and personnel file shall be
removed and destroyed at the employee's request no earlier than five (5) years after the date
of discipline, unless litigation relating to such materials is pending. In the case of pending
litigation, the potentially relevant material shall be retained in the files until the matter has
been fully and finally adjudicated or until at least five (5) years have passed since the
materials was placed in the file, whichever occurs later.

All documented disciplinary actions shall be removed from the employee's official
personnel file and the Fire Department's administrative file at the employees request in
accordance with the table below.
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This Article shall always be in compliance with the Firefighters Procedural Bill of Rights
Act (FBOR), as set forth in Govemment Code Sections 3255-3256, inclusive, and all other
applicable provisions of California law. Any conflict between this Article and FBOR, will
be resolved in favor of the provisions of FBOR, as it may from time to time be amended.
Civilian employees shall not be granted any additional rights under the Firefighters
Procedural Bill of Right Act beyond those stated in this Article.

Qz_Document Retention
The following table reflects the time period each documented level of discipline shall
be retained in the employee's personnel file:

The City shall not maintain any file that the employee does not have access to, nor
shall any file be kept beyond the above timeframes except in instances where the
material is subject to pending litigation as set forth in Section 42.1.

4?.3-Should the City request to meet and confer over changes to this section, the LPF
agrees to engage in discussions.

Letter of Discussion 2 Years from Date of Discipline
Oral Counseling 2 Years from Date of Discipline
Written Reprimand 2 Years from Date of Discipline
Pay Step Reduction 3 Years from Date of Discipline
Suspension Without Pay 3 Years from Date of Discipline
Demotion 5 Years from Date of Discipline
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TO EFFECTUATE THIS MOU, the parties have caused their duly authorized representatives
to execute this MOU as of the date first written above.

LODI PROFES SIONAL FIREFIGHTERS

Trevor Lambert
_________James Lindsay
Fire Captain

Ryan Wentz
Fire Captain

Kristina Wicker-Estes
Patrick Clark

Labor Relations Consultant
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

CITY OF LODI
A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Interim City Manager

Cristina Gonzales
Interim Human Resources Manager

Chief Negotiator

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Katie O. Lucchesi, City

ATTEST:

Olivia Nashed, City Clerk
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Exhibit A - Salary Schedule

Lodi Professional Firefishters

S Schedule Effective J 6,2025

Schectrle Effective J 4 2027 - 37o Cost of

S Sclredule Effective J 3 2W8 - 3%o Cost of A tmerrt

Job Class Position Step 0 Step I Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

?;ooo Firefrghter l - ll2 79A41.89

6001 Firefiglrter I - 80 79,44L.99

60a2 Filefiglrter II - lLz 87,5M.11 9t,963.25 9656t.23 101,389.43 106,458.71

6003 Filefiehter II - 80 87,584. I I 9r,963.25 96,561.23 101,389.43 106y'58.71

6020 Fit'e Engineer - 80 101,390.38 106,459.83 rn,782.87 117,372.01 r23240.s0
602r Fire Engineer - lt? 101,390.38 106,459.83 111,782.87 117,372.0t t23240.s0
6040 Fire Captain - 112 1I7,372.01 123240.s0 r29,402.48 135,872.36 t42,666.28
6041 File Captaiu - 80 117,372.01 123,240.50 129AA2.48 135,872.36 t42,666.28

Job Class Position Step 0 Step I Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

6000 Firefiglrter I - ll2 81,825.15

6001 Firefighter I - 80 81,825.15

6002 FilefiglrterII-l12 90,211.36 94,72r.93 99Asg.02 104,430.93 r09,652.47

6003 Firefreher II - 80 90,211.36 94,72r.93 99A58.02 104,430.93 109,652.47
6020 Fire Engineer - 80 104,431.97 109,653.57 115,136.25 120,893.06 t26,937.72
6021 Fire Eneineer - 112 104,43t.97 109,653.57 I15,136.25 120,893.06 t26,937.72
6040 Fire Captain - 112 120,893.06 126,937.71 133,284.60 139,948.83 146,946.27

6041 Fire Captain - 80 120,893.06 126,937.71 133,284.60 139,948.83 146,946.27

Job Class Position Step 0 Step I Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

6ooo Firefrglrter | - ll2 84,279.90
'ooot Firefighter I - 80 84,279.90
'aooz Firefighter II - 112 92,917.70 97,563.59 1U,441.76 107,563.85 lr?,942.05
6oo: Filefrglrter II - 80 92,917.70 97,563.59 r02A41.76 107,563.85 112,942.05
'aozo Fire Engineer - 80 107,564.93 112,943.I8 I18,590.34 124,519.85 130,745.85

602r File Engineer - 112 t07.564.93 I 12,943.18 118,590.34 124,519.85 130,745.85

6040 File Captain - 112 124,519.95 130,745.84 137283.t4 144,t47.29 151,354.66

604r Fire Captain - 80 t24,519.85 130,745.84 137,283.14 r44,147.29 151,354.66
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